Users Served:   Veterans with all types of disabilities.

The Organization: AMVETS is a service organization for veterans, including handicapped
veterans. The organization operates at national, state and local levels with 1400 local posts
across the country. Its main concerns for handicapped veterans are veterans benefits-
education, rehabilitation and employment--and legislation affecting the handicapped. A
legislative staff in Washington keeps abreast of all new legislation affecting veterans and
the handicapped, and maintains a close liaison with Congress. Individual advocacy is
provided nationwide through a network of service offices located at regional offices of the
Veterans Administration (VA).

Information Services: Although AMVETS is a membership organization, information and
direct services are available to any veteran or dependents of veterans. AMVETS' primary
effort is at the state and local levels, through service officers and accredited representatives.
The officers and representatives offer counsel, information and referrals in the areas of
education, rehabilitation and employment. They act as the veteran's initial contact in
obtaining these benefits, and they refer him or her to the appropriate government agency.
They will appeal individual cases before an agency such as the VA if a veteran fails to get
his or her rightful benefits. At the post level, AMVETS members visit hospitalized veterans
to provide whatever lay assistance they can for the patient's rehabilitation. Professional
referrals and information about aids, equipment and prosthetic devices can be obtained
from most service officers and post representatives, but the emphasis of each local service
varies. The AMVETS newsletter includes reports on newly enacted and pending relevant
legislation. For information, contact AMVETS at the above address, or an AMVETS service
office at a regional VA office.

The Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis Association (ALSA)

15300 Ventura Boulevard

Suite 315

Sherman Oaks, CA  91403

185 Madison Avenue
New York, NY   10016
(212) 679-4016

Handicapping Conditions Served:   Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS), Lou Gehrig's disease.

Users Served: Disabled persons, physicians, physical therapists, speech therapists,
neurological specialists.

The Organization: The Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis Association (ALSA) was established in
1984 through the merger of the former National ALS Foundation and the ALS Society of
America. ALSA was formed to help ALS families live with the disease more effectively, to
educate the public about the nature of ALS and to foster medical research on its cause and
cure. ALS is a progressive, usually fatal disorder that attacks the body's nerves and muscles.
ALSA carries on an extensive public information program nationwide to locate ALS patients
and provide helpful information. Ten chapters nationwide support the psychological needs
of families through peer counseling and make referrals to medical facilities for treatment
and therapy for ALS patients. The Association supports four ALS Clinical Services Centers
in New York, Chicago, Miami and Philadelphia, where diagnosis, outpatient and follow-up
care are provided. ALSA has funded over $6 million in ALS research since 1975. In
addition, the organization is actively involved in advocacy, working with other

28, rehabilitation, education, devices, dog guides, aging,
